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Scrap seat-leaving bornd in PG medical education' 
Students facing 
stress, seatsno 

longer going waste, 
says NMC 

KALYAN RAY 
NEW DELHI, DHNS 

ollowing complaints 
of mental stress from 
post-graduate students, 

the National Medical Com 
mission has asked states 
and Union Territories to do 
away with the practice of the 
"seat-leaving bond" in PG 
medical colleges, which ask 

F 

students to pay hefty fees if 
they leave midwayfor any rea 
son including ragging, work 
stress or toxic environment. 

The NMC says such bonds 
cause mental harassment to 
students and their families, 
triggering "alarming levels 
of stress, anxiety and depres 
sion" and the "unlucky one 
may commit suicide in such 
mental health condition'. 

With a l17% jump in the 
number of PG medical seats 
in the last 10 years, the issue 
of a seat going waste - main 
reason for states to introduce 
such a bond -was not of much 
importance, Aruna Vanikar, 
president of the Under Grad-
uate Medical Board at NMC 
wrotein her letter to the states. 

Bond burden 
Some students had to pay 

Rs 30 lakh penalty 
Family of one student had 

to sell land to pay penalty 
One student expressed 

suicidal thoughts 
In another case, student 

made to work on 'gruelling 
36-hour duty shift' 

According to the Health 
Ministry data, the number of 
PG seats in medical streams 
roseto67,802 by August 2023 
from 31,185 before 2014. 

For years, these bonds had 
been a common practice for 
post graduate medical stu-
dents as states devised penal-

tyrules if a student wanted to 
leave courses midway. 

The NMC released seven 
specific case studies of stu 
dents, some of whom had to 

pay a penalty of Rs 30 lakh, 
forcing at least one family to 
sell its land and another to 
write to the Prime Minister. 

One student expressed sui 
cidal thoughts. 

The cases cited by the 
regulator are from Madhya 
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Ut 
tar Pradesh and Telangana. 
The examples range from a 
student who has to work for a 
"gruelling 36-hour duty shift 
without rest" to "ill-treatment 
by seniors and toxic work 
environment". 

With ragging and hostile 
work place being some of the 
key factors forcing studentsto 
contemplate a change of the 
institution in the first place, 
the NMC's anti-ragging panel 
discussed the issues on Janu 
ary9 following which Vanikar 
recommended to the states to 
do away with such a practice. 



KSEAB prepares database 
of eligible evaluators 

Move helps to 
avoid delay in 

announcement of 
PUresults 

F 
BENGALURU, DHNS 

ollowing the state gov-
ernment's decision to 
conduct three board ex-

aminations from the current 
academic year, the Karnata-
ka School Examination and 
Assessment Board (KSEAB) 
has prepared a database of 
eligible evaluators to avoid in-
conveniences during the eval 
uation and to avoid delayin the 
announcement of results. 

The Board had asked all 

the eligible teachers to reg-
ister voluntarily and so far as 

many as 51,000teachers have 
registered. According to the 
teachers data available with 
the Department of Pre-Uni-
versity Education, 61,000 
teachers are workingwith var-
ious pre-university colleges. 

"There are over 4,866 gov-
ernment, aided and private 
colleges in the state and as 
many as 61,618 lecturers are 
serving in these colleges. So 
far, 51,479 lecturers have 
registered and the remaining 
10,139 are expectedtoregister 
in a week or so," said a senior 
official of the Board. 

The official said that the 
Board has decided to an 
nounce the results of the II PU 
examination-1, within a week. 
"Atotal of7 lakh students have 
registered for the examina-
tion-l and we need to conduct 

the examination-2 within a 
month of the announcement 
of results of examination-1," 
he said. 

As explained by officials, 
considering the number of 
evaluators remaining absent 
for the evaluation work every 
year, the Board has decided to 
prepare a database of all eligi 
ble teachers. "All these years, 
we were utilising the services 
of around 35,000 lecturers. 
Butwhen some lecturers skip 
evaluation work, the entire 

process used to get delayed. 
To avoid such delays, we have 
directed all eligible lecturers 
to register," the official added. 

According to KSEAB offi 
cials, the highest number of 
evaluators is needed for the 
languages and next comes 
the commerce stream. The II 
PU examinationlwill be held 
between March l and 22. 
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