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KLS GIT’s Dept of Architecture

celebrates silver jubilee in B'gavi

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@Belagavi
THE KLS GIT’s Department
of Architecture celebrated its
925th anniversary with a grand
event named ‘Resonance’.

As part of the event, an exit
exhibition featuring the thesis
work of the graduating batch
was held. This exhibition
served as a showcase of the
students’ academic journey
and their architectural prow-
ess. The grand finale of “Reso-
nance” took a vibrant turn as
a flash mob of cultural dance
captivated the audience. Stu-
dents showcased their diverse
talents and cultural heritage.

The event commenced with
a welcome address by the
Chairman GC(MAM), PN
Kathavi. He reflected on the
architectural journey of the
department since its inception
in 1998. He highlighted the de-
partment’s growth over the
years, emphasizing its evolu-
tion from a small unit to a re-
nowned center of architectur-
al education.

He then welcomed the chief
guest, noted architect Abin
Chaudhauri, another guest BR
Mohan, Chairman GC(Engg)
Rajendra Belgaumkar. Anant
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Architect Abin Choudhari addresses the gathering at ‘Resonance’ in Belagavi

Mandgi presided over the cer-
emony. The event was inaugu-
rated by lighting of the lamp
by the dignitaries.

Dr RD Kayilkar, Head of De-
partment presented the re-
port. In her report, she encap-
sulated the 25-year journey of
the Department of Architec-
ture. A video was presented
during the event, capturing
the Department’s journey and
accomplishments over the
years. The event marked the
launch of a memoir, a signifi-
cant compilation that encap-
sulated the 25-year journey of

the Department
Architecture.

The guests, noted architects

BR Mohan, Abin Chaudhauri,

addressed the gathering, shar- |
- 1ng their Insights and

experiences.

A few Alumni shared their
experiences and their journey

In the department.

In his presidential remarks,
Anant Mandgi outlined the de-
partment’s future plans ex-
pressing optimism about its
continued growth and com-
mitment to architectural

Imnovation.
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UGC seeks to bridge skill gap
with short-term industry courses

s
KR Srivats
New Delhi

The University Grants
Commission (UGC) has is-
sued guidelines for introdu-
cing short-term industry-
relevant courses in the
Higher Educational Insti-
tutes (HEI) to bridge the
skill gap, Deepak Kumar
Srivastava, Vice Chairman,
has said.

The guidelines will help
formulate the premise for
integrating skilling into
higher education at all
levels, Srivastava said at an
ICAl-organised  National
Education Summit on Com-
merce & Industry in the cap-

ita. The short-term In-

dustry-relevant courses will

be certificate courses.
Stating that UGC 1s

closely working with HEIs,
Srivastava underscored the

The guidelines
will help formulate
the premise for
integrating skilling
into higher education
at all levels

need to prepare an ecosys-
tem among accounting pro-
fessionals who are equipped
with multiple skills match-
ing the requirements of the

global job market.
He also said that account-

ing professionals have to be
proficient in information
technologies including
newer areas like artificial in-
telligence.

Srivastava  highlighted
that ICAI plays a crucial role
in promoting  financial
transparency, accountabil-

ity and good governance.
He noted that India is

poised to become the third-
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largest economy in the next
five years. Srivastava also
pointed out the strong
growth in the Indian start-
up ecosystem in recent
years.

This Summit was organ-
ised by the ICAI to shape the
future of commerce educa-
tion with One India One
Commerce education.
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BBMP officials

on radar for not

paying ks 397-cr
cess to library dept

BENGALURU, DHNS

he leaislature commut-

tee has demanded ace

tion aganst the BBMP
chief commissionersrespon-
sible for not paving a total of
Rs 397 croreit collected as li-
brary cess to the department
concerned.

Theletter alsoreminds the
assurance given by the Benga-
luru development ministerto
ensure the dues are cleared.

Inareply,the BBMP shared
the names of14 chief commis-
sioners, from Dr S Subraman-
yato Gaurav Gupta,whoheld
the top post during which pe-
riod the library cess was not
released to the department.

The civic body has assured
that the Rs 397.37 crore
would be released to the li-
brarydepartmentin the next
four financial years.

“A bank account has been
opened in a nationalised
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bank. The payment would
bereleasedin four parts,”’the
letter states.

It pointed out that factors
like payment to contractors,
clearing of loans and provid-
Ing infrastructure to schools
led to the delay in clearing
library cess.

About 6% of the property
tax that the BBMP collects
goes to the library depart-
mentaslibrarycessand 3%is




Aligarh MuslimUniversity -
surrendereditsminority

status, Centretells SC

ASHISH TRIPATHI
NEW DELHI, DHNS

he Centre on Tuesday

contended before the

Supreme Court that the
Aligarh Muslim University sur-
rendered its minority charac-
ter when it was conferred with
university status under the
1920 AMU Act.

A seven-judge bench led
by Chief Justice of India D)
Chandrachud and compnsing
Justices Sanjiv Khanna, Surya
Kant.J B Pardiwala, Dipankai
Datta, Manoj Misraand Saush
L‘-hill’ltll‘i‘l Sharma decided to
consider the contention while
hearing pleas in connection
with the minority status ol
AMU.

Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta referred to the predom-
inantly national and non-mi-
nority character of the univer-
sity fromitsvery inception.

The bench asked if the
Aligarh Muslim University
Act 1920 had the consequence
ofabrogating its statusasade-
nominational institution gov-
erned by a religious mmonty

Mehta said there were in-
stitutions during British rule
which had reputation and
granted degrees, except they
were not under the British
crown, like the Scottish Col-
lege, Roorkee College, etc. He
said there were several insti-
tutions that chose not to align
with the British. He said that
when an institution agrees to
the termsand conditions of the
governmentand choosesto be
dissolved, its earlier status is
relinquished.

“What are the indicia to
indicate that when AMU was
conferred with university sta-

tus, itsurrendered its minority
status? Thatmere fact thatitis
given a university (status) does

not amount to the surrender
of minority status. We have to
independently see whether, by
the Aligarh Muslim Universi-
tv Act 1920, a denominational
character of AMU was lost,”
the bench asked.

Mehta cited correspon-
dence between the British gov-
ernment and AMU regarding

its minority status and the de-

hatesin Parliamentwhereabill
was uhmduud and it was on
surrendering denominational
character.

h; ferring to the apex court

sment in the Azeez Basha
ase. Mehta said it says thataf-
ter the Act came into effect, it
cannot claim minority status.

Senioradvocate Rajeev Dha-
van. representing the AMU,
caid the word surrender is only
used inrespect of property (not
minority status).

The CJI said a minority in-
stitution may set up a purely
secular form of educational
institution, an architecture
college, or a medical college.
Mehta said he has no quarrel
with this observation.

The bench said the court
would examine whether the
institution acquired minority
status as of January 26,1950.

Mehta also claimed the
AMU founders were loyal to
the British. “It does not de-
prive it of its minority char-
acter. The fact that they were
in alignment with the view of
then-imperial power does not
make it any less of an institu-
tion founded by a minority.
Founded by a minority does
not mean thatyouhavetobein
oppositionto the government.
Today, you have minority insti-
tutions that are on the side of
the government on important
issues, that does not change
its minority character...,” the

bench said.



‘Scrap seat- leavmg bond in PG medical education’

Studentsfacmg
stress, seatsno
longer going waste,
saysNMC
B

KALYAN RAY
NEW DELHI, DHNS

ollowing complaints
Fof mental stress from

post-graduate students,
the National Medical Com-
mission has asked states
and Union Territories to do
away with the practice of the
“seat-leaving bond” in PG
medical colleges, which ask

students to pay hefty fees if
theyleave midway for anyrea-
son including ragging, work
stress or toxic environment.
The NMC says such bonds
cause mental harassment to
students and their families,
triggering “alarming levels
of stress, anxiety and depres-
sion” and the “unlucky one
may commit suicide in such
mental health condition”.
With a 117% jump in the
number of PG medical seats
in the last 10 years, the issue
of a seat going waste — main
reason for states to introduce
such a bond - was not of much
importance, Aruna Vanikar,
president of the Under Grad-
uate Medical Board at NMC
wroteinher letter to the states.

W"’

Bond burden

» Some students had to pay
Rs 30 lakh penalty

» Family of one student had
to sell land to pay penalty

» One student expressed
suicidal thoughts

According to the Health
Ministry data, the number of
PG seats in medical streams
roseto 67,802 by August 2023
from 31,185 before 2014.

For years, these bonds had
been a common practice for
post graduate medical stu-
dents as states devised penal-

» In another case, student
made to work on ‘gruelling
36-hour duty shift’

ty rules if a student wanted to
leave courses midway.

The NMC released seven
specific case studies of stu-
dents, some of whom had to
pay a penalty of Rs 30 lakh,
forcing at least one family to
sell its land and another to
write to the Prime Minister.

One student expressed sui-
cidal thoughts.

The cases cited by the
regulator are from Madhya
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Ut-
tar Pradesh and Telangana.
The examples range from a
student who has to work for a
“gruelling 36-hour duty shift
without rest”to “ill-treatment
by seniors” and “toxic work
environment”.

With ragging and hostile
work place being some of the
key factors forcing studentsto
contemplate a change of the
institution in the first place,
the NMC'’s anti-ragging panel
discussed the issues on Janu-
ary 9 following which Vanikar
recommended to the states to
doaway with such a practice.




KSEAB prepares database
of eligible evaluators

Movehelpsto
avoid delayin
announcement of
PU results

v

BENGALURU, DHNS

ollowing the state gov-
Femment’s decision to

conduct three board ex-
aminations from the current
academic year, the Karnata-
ka School Examination and
Assessment Board (KSEAB)
has prepared a database of
eligible evaluatorsto avoid in-
conveniences during the eval-
uationand to avoid delayinthe

' announcement of results.

The Board had asked all

the eligible teachers to reg-
ister voluntarily and so far as
many as 51,000 teachers have
registered. According to the
teachers data available with
the Department of Pre-Uni-
versity Education, 61,000
teachersare working withvar-
ious pre-university colleges.

“There are over 4,866 gov-
ernment, aided and private
colleges in the state and as
many as 61,618 lecturers are
serving in these colleges. So
far, 51,479 lecturers have
registered and the remaining
10,139 are expected toregister
in a week or so,” said a senior
official of the Board.

The official said that the
Board has decided to an-
nounce theresultsofthe 1 PU
examination-1, within a week.
“Atotal of 7 lakh students have
registered for the examina-
tion-1 and we need to conduct

the examination-2 within a
month of the announcement
of results of examination-1,”
he said.

As explained by officials,
considering the number of

evaluators remaining absent

for the evaluation work every
year, the Board hasdecided to
prepare a database of all eligi-
ble teachers. “All these years,
we were utilising the services
of around 35,000 lecturers.
But when some lecturers skip
evaluation work, the entire
process used to get delayed.
To avoid such delays, we have
directed all eligible lecturers
toregister,” the official added.

According to KSEAB offi-

cials, the highest number of

evaluators is needed for the

languages and next comes

the commerce stream. The Il
PU examination 1 will be held
between March1land 22.

[

|



A =mons A

M S00533: 2263700030 DIDIH?!

85350 wif ST oS AaYhZY, & ST Ion3aLY
Fo03UZN0T ToB Feden mF e dow BF FoREIT

o e HTEME,

DITBS TR FeOTFEEOTT &K
ZS03R0B0Y B, DIHTT, LOVEHS
4530000 Be€rs Tonsony, ded, J03
Feokte 2.0T0 35 BTOZANDD. LTI0TT,
98 T YR) TSN V3T A= R AYD
&5 Tobohdodbe DIWWLS Zox) 8FB,
dgsctie SRz, AIRTIETR BE8
0N BT ERBEGe B NRDBWOT
am) WF 3 HENERY 20w o
2ReD  IRNEATO) TOTNOTD  ToTVOTN
ONFTTERRE HOTH Qe WOTHERORTT,
DTS, DD FoTOE 2EED HOTHE.

29 T, 28R HADELY D
weedried  2ROMEE  8gEm €3
ATTTL. 2,00 SHed ant s 20HTT
esn BFETH ) 0B TBAT e Led,
ERTHT WD wOmH Hed IRTETR
Bgsth BER e Dewdemde A,
R, B TNt a00Y. W0IF
8D Aee D ERBIL’ 20T e oL
TROBOOT TRODTRHOORRE Tove ©TEI
dorsdrine 58 Boerd3d.

QFHOTTR WL T L), WA
WTIIW, I I WTITITOHE?
B0, cIRtee 2.0Re BRdee & Desad
TROBT) VORETD SOTHEROT ISR
TRBILUT TNQ. CTFS030R R,
LI T F[ORIVe 20T, 5900
Bherene aom!

T O[T TOMSOHY. ST
203F TADMYR) F0L TOBE BHIT.
wOTCR BT INM 8 TonSoD,
wondee)nde ende. e 230
Sween@on HBSTELEN0T DevHe, A
2.0T0) TRNYE TRIT FOI) ToSEd
BORRHETHT DT LOLOTH S8
RIFEIE  mdrchue BFICN, BOWO
DTHHEMED 2L, DeDERET TF
TN TTOIRMDET.

oS, eURE MIEO  Ko%, 8
I/, T Bk IVNT) IINYe
BUCOR AFEC I, BRTLR XOBREBTTT
SposE W, IWH, BT el
HOIBIONR WOIH &) BTRIIFE V0D
TARTHT) BETO IBL-

AepF, BEEC  IWS  Toaed
wodemn) Fos. Spmd o), ¢
®o3w Ionenvd Fo=E =3 Eeow
3BT VCLeTIDIT. TRMom) L30NIoTs
£es BIWPTO, 2.0TD TOST 1FP0=L0ET
Wodh WEYD BTy IO ©AI0DF.
28eU8M0BR BREIT'T AOW [TFTIER,

D3ondode IYHLT ABTER LB,
WOT) BOWBI SRIWHI  FZONHe
VTT HODET A8 WTIEDANED TG,

ITIe VRN St telok S 1o PATE VNG IAY
PTITTR &8 LeBT ITWNT  MRoRe0DF,
oS0 o aodedes. TS SHeNTHTM,
DATO I 2080 Ve BEEY, AT, VOB
3, m3rte TapedDm 8530 21, A
O3 A0 HEHe? 1703 awdnd
D T0IWZHOT ToB Fewen TGIE?
83 $e0TTR VST [33 DTNWITIT?
85307 0IITLTT?

FTY 33 DB, 3F 3J, DI 2eew
Qendemeies) 20T WODHT DT
RS A0ITOTITIR? 20BO T
208 8FBC TIT  ‘IJTTR  ING,
$e50338 BTN Toew, DB. o030 Bewen
WD)HY’ 20T TIOTTL BeHITT. VT3
395) DB YR, TSN THT) Beex, FLDATVD)-
T00T, 83830TT I, FEY el AT
THERZM HOT) 3ETDEROBTI 81 ITNAT
Teosdn adingeen!

oiR)TI e BFBD BOLT TV FOLOTSE
Joew, HR) TOTORWT, ReSIN JBDITS
Q03T ROBON PELTE ANT)TES0TT,
I, BB FeVE e IW, OIS
s3I, WY IREITES W 13!
DHB0ne 780 Wil erPom SwekX
SRDNERES  TOBOMS 8 IR
B ODTAMIT.

®eo, wdeerisos EwN, [
TBRTT VTP TFRTOS 20D TRIT.
B33, BB, FUS, W, L0003
&Rese LRI 3 LIgoheiess SHEW
GO, WIS, eTNofdon &3 ET0
00T S0 FONEE, TR NTHIT
BOTFeR? 0LReBATITR, TWBFE B
BeBEmerh3de BRHIT.

— N TA Mewse Critnr (Daenanelhla far ealastinn nf nowe (inder the PRB Act): S




70&@,} éub Mlap) ame}o N | esoﬂb 03 BRTL ,oc‘Doep Seraen evme | z&uae' maimzpas 332%@5 emdes

205 TT° QORI VLD SO WO AR

:)# xb&d;aed Boneed0

SoZeepPT

w:&,os"

To B0BCI

R DL Eapiakiing

IBodpeneodr STORAT ‘4eE PoO°

QORGP W TTFCDL THE STFJW

T i &0 IPFado aﬂr{dzj

I J 2RI, YSOTT
B

¢2 ﬁu 5~O~ﬁ§f@
BBoBoeTLIeFe?” .;,‘ lorta] e@rﬁ 28
JoosRT  LEEG wmamoiow

‘Somoon TRRT WIf 80 Sk
Jede?’, ‘8emooTON T, ot O3
Fege?’, ‘Tohw & CEmTLNER THOOR
gemaﬁwma‘; D
TdeIeT?’
&)mprﬁ@ﬁ QeBENE
oneptd, m:oznc.
5%:1.@60, $reens

o s

WBIBRIT

wowW

T0E,
457 gl el

LRI,

FEDERAL BANK

YOUR PERFECT BANKING PARTNER

SPEaK?
SIND A

I(AIINATAI(A EDITION 2023-24

s VK]
DRI Saan

infiative by Federal Bank Horm

worial Foundation

OTHFRR PN, ENTERATD.
Ao SeTYFMOOTIN Bt &OT AEE
00" QoBEINTYIHFA BJY VEOTOT
90.23633° TRERERTDO.

33 80T WY, WIMPD T3 VB
oY, TooD  DYE
0dReRIennd). WBondedsd, Bodmd
Sood DuR IPF IBOB, ATIY,
SO0 DR a{:ooaaf

sﬁdo sﬁdouzod:d B0 P I
ch mﬁdk#w oBF wddb@c%d

#ﬁdroﬁ&l

ST TS o B
TP oG PRSI, "
WnT :;‘r::;v RNTEDT |
TVATE T TeTTT IO Zwnpnd. |
- m:rv‘ DB, FBRE zmcfez:o
B33er

=

TR 32 DTS IAT 4T
TOT* AcREH IFFY,
Pt 328 Fuer=tn wedd .

weden wdes SamennYRy |
ReRTTO. |
- BRBE® b T ey
s FSem, Woreledd |

B3 e xzsros» IR DR |
E1) RAC adddu@ﬁdosaod BReT 1o WRPT. :
Qrde3 Oy, Bt 2.5 ©FTA. [N [eOT ROPYRTY, ‘
R0 oF* oT° g ez;,zprﬁ QPR 1 Sedad IFAD E
1.5 os dfa WBORNRT ANOTB. O3, oS TRT T /eIT .
@03 ,-barf &0 odRa 6 od LIRINTY IPTedeiTALER ’
o prien 3w 35 O an. g, g
rwasa q!ddc‘ mﬁos‘ aedod - ‘Jn PR TSemd, ey :




Most Important Topics For

Science &
Technology

UPSC Prelims & Mains




L

5G mobile rates to

11Se as operators look

to monetise tech

Janaki Krishnan
Mumbai

Mobile telecom services users
who have enjoyed unlimited 5G

~ dataat no extra cost can expect

stiffer bills as tariffs are set to
head north soon, with Reliance

- Jio expected to raise rates as it

seeks to monetise 5G services.
Tariffs were stable last year,

- with the top players Bharti Air-

tel and Reliance Jio focussed on
their 5G roll-out targets. How-

 ever, thisis likely to change with

RJio reporting flat ¥182 ARPU
(average revenue per user) in

the September and December
quarter.

FLAT ARPU

Reliance Jio currently offers
unlimited data at no extra cost
to SGusers. This has limited the
growth of the ARPU, as was
pointed out by the manage-
ment at the Q3 results briefing,

- Ifthe ARPU has torise, RJio has

to introduce dedicated 5G data
plans, and this would mean an
increase in tariffs that may hap-
pen sooner than expected.

“We believe the focus will
now shift to monetisation, with
a tariff hike likely in the next
few months,” said Kotak Insti-
tutional Equities. RJio said it
has completed the roll-out of
5G services. JioAirfiber and its

ofterings for the enterprise seg-
ments have seen traction,

Tariffs were stable last year,
with Bharti Airtel and RJio
focused on 5G rollout targets

which makes a case for a tariff
hike. The exact quantum of
hike will depend on the traction
for SGand the number of users.
RJio added 11 million sub-
scribers in the third quarter and
data usage at 27.3 GB per SIM
per month rose 2.4 per cent se-
quentially. Its revenue per GB
tell 2.3 per cent sequentially,
and 16 per cent on year to 36.7.

NOT A GAME CHANGER
After hikes in 2019 and 2021,
telecom rates have been stable
for the most part as operators
have been concentrating on ex-
panding their subscriber base.
5G launch was supposed to be a
game changer in terms of Inter-
net speeds and its use in a num-
ber of segments. However, the
5G uptake has been poor, BNP
Paribas Securities said.
Operators have rolled out SG
services at existing plans and it
1S time that monetisation starts
with separate data plans that

may come bundled with other
content.f
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TECH I'D LIKE TO SEE

AUTOMATED EMERGENCY RESPONSE

One innovation | envision at the pinnacle of future
safety systems will be the 'automated emergency recalibrating its algorithms to discern minute
environmental changes. Especially in vast open
spaces where traditional methods are limited,
this system will stand out for its proactive
approact. Upon sensing a potential threat, the
system will autonomously initiate an urgent
SMErgEncy response, ensuring prompl
intervention and significantly reducing the
chance of uncontained disasters, This flexible,
irespective-of-Jocation technodogy will
signify a monumental advancement
in safety precautions.

response’ system, which will leverage Al-
integrated cameras designed to predict and
avert imminent hazards. Unlike traditional
alart systems, these cameras, suitable for
both indoor and cutdoor applications, will
possoss continually evalving Al algorithms,

meticulously processing visual data to

detect even the subtiest indications of fire

or smoke. This transformative system
will be capable of constant
adaptation, with the Al

Sacheth Kadam | co-rounpen, 56 secume

enhancing its situational comprehension and
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How Al & Gen Al are changing

the future of India’s BPM biz

Cos today are even
impacting business
performance of
global corporations

Sujit John & Shilpa Phadnis | v
ohit Kapoor, vice chairman

) & CEO of EXL, one of In-
i dia’s biggest business pro-
cess management (BPM)
. cmpanies, says it used to
take one of their insurance clients
gix to 12 months to launch a new
product. It Invelved creating the IT
system, putiing the policy in place,
defining the underwriting stand-
ards, testing those standards. going
through compliance checks, pricing
checks, and finally the rolling out.
“But now; with the use of automa
tion, the use of Al and Gen Al we
can actually launch a new product
for them in six weeks. And in six
weeks, they have the same rigouron
compliance, they have actually bet-
ter testing of their produact, bocause
it"s not sample testing, but Is 100%
testing of the code,” he says.
What's more, as the insurance
company’s end-customer prefer-
ences change, they can adapt to that
very quickly, Kapoor says. This is
enabling EXL to powerfully influ-
ence their client's growth. Technol-
oy, Kapoor says. is enabling them
to bring together data from disparate
data sources, and tie them all togeth-
er; analyse them, it's enabling the
ability to test and control changes
quickly, and it is creating theability
to personalise products and services,
Owver the past 25 years, India has
built the strongest BPM base in the
world, taking on more and more of
the processes of the world's Lirgest
companies. Arnd now, Aland Gen Al
are ennbling them to more substan-

SOME JOBS GETTING AUTOMATED, BUT MANY NEW ONES ARE EMERGING

In the medium term of 2 to 3 years,

20% of current job roles in BRM

may get automated. But the good
news is, there will be 40% of new, higher-value

jobs, given all the capabilities that new

technologies bring. Transaction processing
will get automated, but the ability to do

exceptional handling with
empathy, that will bring new
roles, Roles fike what chief
customer officers do, which
traditionally was internally
done, are increasingly being
given to BFM partners,
K S Viswanathan | vr -

RHOUSTHY TIMITIATAVES, MASSCOM

The jobs that will be automated are simple
data entry, simple query resolution, roles

that involve putting together a lot of

information, codlating standard reports, But there
will be new roles, in data engineering,
in prompt engineering, jobs where
you use LLMs and apply them in the
core operating processes. The
personalisation strategies that Al
and Gen Al enable will reguire more
and more people. Lot mone new mles
will be created than what will be

aliminated.

Rohit Kapoor | vict chammay & CED, B

We've got to train peo,
kind of work.
Harita Gupta |
CRHMRE = NASSCUM BPRE
ClmmatIL, AND 59 &
ARAL HEAT,
SUTHERLAMND

tially influence the operations of
their customers,

K 8 Viswanathan, VP of industry
initiatives at Nasscom, savs Al is
impacting four "Ps” - productivity,
performance, prediction, and per-
sonalisation. Gen Al proofs-of-can-
copts (PoCs), he savs, have clearly
demonstrated significant improve-
ment in productivity (like in code
generation, content summarisa.
tion). It is improving business per-
formance - by enabling use of data
to impact topline, bottomline and
rustomer satisfaction. It is enabling
predictions through data, which is

cructal in today’s world of uncer-
tainty And it is enabling companies
to understand customers in ways
that were unimaginable till recently,
allowing for personalisation of prod-
uects. All of these, Viswanathan says,
are further strengthening the BEM
industry’s partnerships with global
COTPOrations.

u

Harita Gupta, SVF & Apac head at
BPM company Sutherland, and
cheirof the Nasscom BPM Council,
snys Gen Al isenabling the transfor-
mation of chatbots into conversa-

The problem statement we're struggling with right now is
twofold. How do we skill our existing teams onto the
new A7 Aot of it currently is happening organically.
All of us are now thinking about what is that outside-
in training we need to provide to bring employees up
to speed on the opportunities. The other thing is,
there are new fields coming in, like prompt
engineering, which will create a ot of jobs.
plle to be able to do that

tional Al that i= providing customers
a substantially better experience. A
chathot is a static bot that chats with
youl. It does not have much memaory,
it does not have much history of
what happened on your earlier
chats. it s not able to correlate (data
from different sources), it is not even
able to do & goed job of curating
knowledge, But now, when vou add
Al to the bots, we've got this com.
pletely new field called conversa-
tional Al she says. It can have a
chat with you exactly like a himan,
porrelating data from many sourees,
and previous chats. Gupta says it is

even enabling Indian BPM staff to
service Spanish-speaking customers
write in English, and it instantly
translates it to Spanish. “We deliver
15 global languages sitting out of
India with Indian workforce,” she
savs. Right now it's happening on
chat, but voice is just a matter of
time
Conversational Al Gupta savs,
is particularly useful when, for in-
Stance, e-Commerce siles see o surpge
in traffic on special days, when it
would be impossible for human
agents (o manage i
Gen Al's knowledge man
apement capabilities, Gupta
says, is also a huge benelit for
human agents, enabling them to
service customers far betier "And
once the call is over with a client,
or the back office process is com-
plete, there's a lot of decumentation

automate that through my Al

toial! Just solving that busi-
ﬁ ness challenge will e a big
game changer,” she says.

Kapoor says they've built

a product that can predict,
based on a number of at-
tributes, who is likelv to
become a high networth
Individual, so that a custom-
e using the product can get
to them early, serve them,
and build their lovalty, before com-
petitors get to them.

He says it's possible for the BPM
industry to do such things becruse
their knowledge of each tndustry is
phenomenal. “In insurance, we work
with about 200 large companies. So,
ourdomain knowledge of insurance
is Far superior today as comparsd to
any single Insurance company Also,
because we hiandle the core operat-
ing processes of our clients, we pel
tisee the data flows. Al of this gives
s tremendons capability (o do largpe
scale, enterprise-wide changes for
our clients,” he says

B .'\// the consuliant or the agent
a nitexds to do. Tmagine if Teould
—
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‘Successtul kidney
transplantation in
Vijayapura hospital

The Hindu Bureau organ. The transplant was
BELAGAVI carried out by a team of |

surgeons led by S.B. Patil,

Doctors of BLDE Society’s  Dilip Javali, V.S. Kundarag],
B M. Patil Medical College  Santosh Patil, Sandeep Pa-

and Hospital in Vijayapura  til, Bhuvanesh Aradhya

have successfully conduct- and some post-graduate
ed a kidney transplant. students and others.

A 17-year-old young man Organ donors and recl- |

" from Bihar was operated  pients can register them- |

upon successfully. selves with the hospital on |

His mother donated the  Ph: 6366786004.




How to make the mo
of a short exercise

A few tips on having an effective workout —
even if you only have a few minutes to spare

hen it

comes to

exercise,

there's a

difference
between what's ideal and
what's possible. So, while
in a perfect world, you'll
manage to devote an hour
a day to yvour fitness. in
the real world, it can be
difficult.

But that is ok, say experts;
even short bursts of
exercise can have health
benefits. Barb Puzanovova,
a Tennessee, US-based
personal trainer, said, “You
can see increased mobility,
better sleep, better strength
and increased bone density
with shorter, simpler
workouts.”

Here are some tips to get
youstarted:

raining
Jessie Mundell, a fitness
trainer in Ontario, Canada,
said she prioritises
resistance training when
time is short. “Strength
training is effective at
elevating the heart rate,
bringing it down a bit and
then back up again.” she
said.

A 2021 analvsisofdsstudies
on resistance circuit-based
training found that it
improved not only muscle
mass and strength but also
several important markers

of cardio-respiratory
fitness, especially among
people who were new toit.

ovements

“Working through
movements vou do in
everyday life gives you
better spatial awareness,
coordination and overall
strength to reduce your
chances of getting hurt.”
sald Joe Holder, a personal
trainer in New York. Here
areafew simple moves:

Squatting

Squatexercises involve
bending at the hips, ig#
knees and ankles @™
and can strengthen
yvour gquadriceps, glutes
and lots of small stabilising
muscles. They help vouwith
an essential daily activity:
Sitting down and standing
back up. Examples include
traditional squats, wider-
stance sumo squats and
lunges.

Hinges

With this movement, you
keep vour back straight
while hinging at the hips,
whether in a deadlift, glute
bridge or kettlebell swing.
The focus here is on the
glutes and hamstrings,
but your back and core
get some attention, too.
These exercises help vou
safely bend forward, 1ift

If you are pregnant,
have an injury or any
other health condition,
be careful and check
with your doctor
about which exercises
are safest

heavy things and put them
back down.

Pushing
These include pushups,

chest presses, overhead
presses and push presses,
Depending on whether
you're pushing vertically
or horizontally, push
movements can strengthen
vour chest, shoulders,
triceps and back.

Pulling

These movements,

including pull-ups and

chin-ups, are excellent for

supporting your posture,

They can help strengthen
your back, vour rotator
cuffs and even yvour grip.

& If vour goal is to move

through the dayv with less
back pain, Holder said,
pulling exercises are kev,

/Core
Your best bet is to have
a menu of core exercises
and mix it up — planks
and crunches, sure, but
also consider wood chops,
bird dogs, farmer's carries
and beast pose, “To build a
stronger care, you need o
challenge your abdominal

movements.” Mundell said.

Stick to supersets

Supersets when yvou
move quickly from one
exercise to another without
taking a break make a
short workout efficient and
challenging. Select one
oxercise fromeach category
above and group them into

muscles with a variety of

three pairs. For example:
Squats and pushups; glute
bridges and single-arm
rows; wood chops and bird
dogs, etc.

Do each exercise for 45
seconds to one minute,
or for eight to 12 reps. Do
the second exercise in the
superset immediately
after the first to keep your
heart rate elevated. Then
take a short break before
repeating the superset or
proceeding to the next one,
Tryv to complete at least two
rounds of each superset.

stretch down

When vou're already
pressed for time, warm-ups
may seem like a luxury,
but consider three to five
minutes of jogging or
marching to raise yvour
heart rate, shoulder and
hip cireles to warm up vour
joints, and body-weight
squats and lunges to get
ready for a workout.

But if voun still can't
manage the time, Mundell
suggested, "just get into
the workout right away and
use vour first round of the
supersetatalighter weight”.

Ditto with a streich post
exercise. If you can, go
ahead. “But you can also
skip it, and just let it be
good enough for that day,”
she added «

— The New York Times




UTTANA PRISTHASANA VARIATION
(EXTENDED LIZARD TAIL)

In Sanskrit, ‘utthan’ means stretch out, ‘pristha’ means back of the body, and ‘asana’
means pose. It is a preparatory pose for advanced hip-opening postures. It activates the

Svadhisthana, the chakra associated with creativity, confidence, and survival instinct.

STEPS BENEFITS

e Start in Adho Mukha Svanasana (Downward Dog Pose). e Stretches the muscles

e Place your right foot close to the outer edge of the Uf the legs, gluteus,
right forearm, and your foot, heel, and toe should be hip flexors, psoas, back
towards the edge of the yoga mat. muscles, shoulders,

® Bend your hips forward and gently walk towards your and arms.

hands until you come down onto your forearms. Place e Helps with the

your forearms on the floor, keeping your chest open. alignment of the +
body and increases its
e Make sure that your left leg, from the knee to the toes, stability
is placed behind you. i

e Opens your chest,

e Stretch your spine and bring your shoulder blades shoulders, hip flexors
forward. - groins, and hamstrings.
® Keep your right knee near the middle line and look o Massages the muscles
straight. of the knee and elbow
e Maintain the pose for around 30 to 60 seconds. Then joints, as well as your
release. internal organs.
e Repeat the same process with the other leg. e Strengthens your inner
e You can also place your leg in between your hands thigh [nusclm and
instead of on the side of your forearms. quadriceps.
e Thisasanais very
LIMITATIONS effective for your body,
Practiseit on an empty stomach in the moming. You can also do mind, and soul.
it in the evening.. ® E?f ablfles yr?u mrf
" IR RN RE R §e T i PP PP —y AR l"
Atleast have a gap of 3-5 hours between your practise and meal. Etl?eI :[siiavn:gdurm
People recovering from surgeries, suffering from sciatia asanas.
or back maladies, or having injuries to the hips, : e Helpswiththe
knees, ankles, shoulders, elbows, better functioning
wrists, neck, rib cage, and spine of the lungs.
should avoid this. e Improves the
/ flexibility of the
spine and hips.

By N Elumalai, PhD Scholar (Yoga Science) at
Meenakshi Academy of Higher Education & Research, Chennai
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GST rationalisation, tax-break on annuity

top Budget wish list of life insure

G Naga Sridhar
Hyderabad

Rationalisation of the Good
and Services Tax (GST) and

| tax-break on annuity top the

wish list of life insurance in-

| dustry ahead of Union

' Budget 2024-25.
GST rate rationalisation

| on term policies from the

current rate of 18 per cent
- may also help make life in-
- surance more affordable for
- the masses, who are keen on
. buying protection-oriented

. products,  according to

- Sumit Rai, MD and CEO,
Edelweiss  Tokio Life
Insurance.

“With the experience in
the last 2-3 years, it can be
viewed as a social necessity
to reduce the GST burden,

making the category more af-
fordable,” Rai told
businessline.

“There is a vast ageing
population, which under-
lines the burgeoning pension
and annuity market in India.
A tax break on annuity could,
therefore, be a game
changer,” Rai added.

Currently, annuity is com-
pletely taxed in the hands of
the customer, which spoils
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GREATER ACCESS. GST rate rationalisation on term policies
from the current rate of 18 per cent may also help make life
insurance more affordable for the masses

the product’s allure. “Apart
from doing away the double
taxation (annuities are taxed
at entry and exit), the gov-
ernment may also consider
extending the tax benefit of
£50,000 offered on NPS un-
der Section 80CCD (1b),
which is over and above the
%1,50,000-lakh-limit of 80C,
to annuities,” he added.
Annuities are the only
solution, which provides
complete protection from
the perspective of living
longer (ie. outliving one’s
corpus), by providing a regu-
lar flow of income through-
out one’s lifetime, purchased
in lieu of a single lump-sum

amount.

Life insurers have also
been seeking a review of the
35 lakh cap and increasing it
to 10 lakh.

TAX DEDUCTION LIMIT

“The life insurance industry
has been requesting for a dis-
tinct tax deduction limit,
specifically for life insur-
ance, with a special emphasis
on the term insurance cat-
egory, apart from the exist-
ing 80C provisions. This

‘would serve as an incentive

for individuals to invest in
life insurance policies and
promote a sense of long-
term  security,  Pankaj
Gupta, MD and CEQ,
Pramerica Life Insurance

I'S

said. According to him,
IRDAT’s vision of ‘insurance
for all’ by 2047 signifies a
deep commitment to revolu-
tionise the insurance land-
scape. The focus is on enhan-
cing  the  availability,
accessibility, and affordabil-
ity of insurance services for
both citizens and businesses,
marking a transformative era
for the sector.

“From our perspective, we
anticipate a year of ongoing
change in the insurance sec-
tor, characterised by techno-
logical advancements, en-
hanced focus on customer
experiences and an increas-
Ing emphasis on environ-
mental and social responsib-
ility. Even though the
upcoming Budget is a Vote
on Account and not a full-
fledged Budget, we foresee a
continuation of the infra
capex and self-dependency
themes,” Gupta added.

The first year premium of
life insurers declined 7.1 per-
cent at 32,50,274 crore up to
December 2023 in the cur-
rent financial year compared
with ¥2,69,190 crore in the
same period last year mainly
on account of decrease in
group premium, according
to IRDAI data.

M —




Byju’s reports 'losses of 8,245 crore for

FY22, consolidated revenues at 5,298 cr

RED FLAG. Cloud hangs over ability of group to continue as a going concern, says auditor

mrszes
Jyoti Banthia

Bengaluru

Embattled edtech major
Byju’s filed its FY22 finan-

cials with the Ministry of
Corporate Affairs, and has
said that losses ballooned to
8,245 crore in FY22 from
¥4,564 crorein FY21.

businessline had earlier re-
ported that the FY22 finan-
cials tabled during the com-
pany’s annual  general
meeting in December 2023
showed that consolidated
revenue from operations
stood at around 5,000
crore, with losses crossing
8,200 crore.

Earlier in November
2023, the company revealed
that its standalone revenue
from core business rose to
3,569 crore, while 1t recor-
ded an EBITDA loss of

2,253 crore. Byju’s consol-
idated revenue jumped 118
per cent to 5,298 crore in
FY22 (X2,428 crore).

In the FY22 financials,
Byju's auditor cautioned
that a material uncertainty
exists due to its large losses
and a $1.2-billion loan that
may cast significant doubt
on the group’s ability to con-
tinue as a going concern.

AUDITOR’S CONCERN
The auditor said, “However,
as explained in the Note, the
management has under-
taken various measures to
improve its operating finan-
cial condition, is also in the
process of securing neces-
sary funding arrangements
and exploring sale of assets
as needed, and hence is con-
fident regarding the future
viability of the group.”
“Basis a legal opinion, the
management is of the view
that it is unlikely that the
TLB loan will be required to
be paid in the foreseeable
future. Accordingly, these
financial statements for the
year ended March 31, 2022,
have been prepared on a go-

Results at a glance

e Y21 FY22
Consolidated
revenue 2,428 5,298
Loss 4,564 8,245
EBITDA 4,143 6,679

EBITDA margins (%)-171  -126

ing-concern basis,” itadded.
Byju’s FY22 financials
showed that 69 per cent or
¥3,464 crore of the com-
pany’s operating revenue of
¥5,014 crore came from do-
mestic sales, whereas the
rest came from exports.
“Our subscriber base has

)

© BUCKING TREND

Byju’s consolidated:
revenue jumped 118
per cent to 35,298
crore in FY22 from
32,428 crore in FY21

grown 125 per cent in the
year from FY21. While we
are happy that our total in-
come has grown 2.2X, we
are also aware of our under-
performing businesses like
Whitehat Jr and OSMO
which contribute to 45 per
cent of the losses. We have

taken various measures to
improve our operating fin-
ancial conditions. These
businesses were scaled
down significantly to cut
losses in the subsequent
years, while other busi-
nesses continue to see
growth,” said Nitin Golani,
Chief Financial Officer.

VALUATION CUTS

Recently, the edtech major
has seen valuation cuts as
global investment manage-
ment firm BlackRock, which
holds less than 1 per cent
stake in Byju’s, has cut down
the firm’s valuation to $1
billion from the high of $22
billion it fetched in early
2022.

In November 2023, tech
investor Prosus marked
down the value of its stake
in Byju’s, resulting in a com-
pany valuation of less than
$3 billion, representing an
86 per cent decline from the
previous valuation of $22

billion.
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Tax-GDPratio
at15-yrhigh
during FY23

Tax buoyancy falls compared to FY22

IMONAL DHASMANL

Hews Belhl, 23 lanuary

The share of direct taxes in
gross domestic product (GDE)
Tose to A 15-vear high of 641
per cent  durlng 2023-24
{F¥23). hut their buovaney
fiell o 118 from 2252 |n the pre-
vious year, acenrding to offl-
cidl data released on Tuesday,

This means that while the
Lan-ta-GDP ratio resistered o
rerord high during Fy23 since
2008-0%, the  cconomic
arowth  ac current  prices
could nor fresult in as high a
rige ln direct rax eollections
during the year as witnessed
during 2021-23 (FY22),

However, direct tux collec-
tions rose higher than eco-
nemic growth during Fy23.
While naminal GDE mse 1511
per cent during the year,
direct tax collections rose
17549 per cent. revealed data
releqsed by the Central Board
of Direct Taxes.

A wvear earlier, nominal
GDP prew by 19,51 per cent,
but direct tax collections rose
T 4412 per cent. Thus, dirnscr
Tawos orew at a race which was
252 times the GDP growth
Tdte in norninal terms.

Direct taxes rose by 160,52
per cent 1o 6,64 trillion dur-
ing the roncluding year of the
mMarendra Modl gavernment
2.0 (2022-23) over THAR tel-
lion during the 1ast viear af the
Manmahan Singh govern-
ment 2.0 (20L3-14),

On the other hand, gross
direct tax collections regis-
tered an increase of more
than 173 percent ar£1952 1l
lion during F¥Y23 over 3722
Trillion during 201314 (FY 145

[3rect taxes cantrlbuted
54.62 per cent to the overall
tax ktty during FY23 against
52,27 per cant in the pravious
vear, However, this shars was
Tigher ar 332 per cent duor-
ing F¥14. The decrease in
contrihution to direct tax col-

TAX BOOST

== Tax-GOP ratio (%)

= Tax huoyancy facor {RHS)
a,6 I
—6.30

6,18 2.7 2
5.8 {
5.4 =2
5.0 18-,

2007-08 20d2-43

Souree: CRET

lections in the overall tax
kitty could be attrbuted to
robust goods and services mx
[GST)  collections during
F¥'23, However, subdued
exclae dury collections came
in the way of the indirect
taxes' share remaining less
than half of the total tax kit

Central 55T, the main ses-
ment of GST collections on
Union government hooks,
rose 21,53 percent ar €718 tril-
lion, while Unian excise duty
mop-up declined 18.37 per
cent ar $3,19 trillion during
Y23 year-on-year,

Corporation tax at I8.26
rrillicin was slightly Tess than
843 trillion from personal
income tax during FY 23,

The cost of collectlons of
direct taxes declined to L&l
per cent. the lpowest since
2000-01, the data showad.
This implies that the admin-
Istrative machinery to collect
direct taxes hashecome mgre
efficient over the years.
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Axis Bank net rises to T6K cr

Profit up despite margin impact from higher cost of funds

AATHIRA VARIER
Mumbai,23 lanuary

rivate sector
lender Axis
Bankon Tuesd-

ay reported a 4 per cent
year-on-year  (Y-o-Y)
increase in its net profit to
6,071 crore for the
December quarter of 2023-
24, even as the rise in the cost
of funds impacted margins.

The total income swelled
to 33,516 crore in the third
quarter of the current finan-
cial vyear, compared to
126,798 crore in the year-ago
period, Axis Bank said in a
regulatory filing .These
numbers are not exactly
comparable as the acqui-
sition of Citibank’s retail
business came into effect
from March 1, 2023.

The net interest income
reported 9 percent growth to
$12,532 crore, while other
incomes were up 22 per cent
to 5,555 crore.

The bank’'s net interest
margins from domestic oper-
ations for the Oct-Dec period
was 4.01 per cent as com-
pared to 4.1 per cent in the

KEY METRICS
o

% change

03F24  Q-0-Q | Y-0-¥

Interestcost 15,429 7.8 3.3

_Hel interest 12,532 1.8 0.4
income )

Otherincome 5,999 103 21.5

* Operatingprofit 9,141 59 | -15

Provisions& 1,08 262 | -285

contingencies
Net profit 6,07 35 37
(%) GrossNPA 158 -15bps |-80bps

Source: Capitaline; compiled by BS Research Bureau

preceding quarter, and 4.26
per cent during the same
period in the previous year.

“We have always indi-
cated that we expect deposit
pricing to continue through
the current financial year.
The pace of increase of the
cost of deposits will reduce,
and we expect that there will
be a spillover into quarter
one of the next financial year
before these deposits start
getting fully re-priced. The
market cost of funding was
stabilised for the system, and
that is how we expect deposit
pricing to continue,” Puneet

Sharma, chief financial
officer, Axis Bank said, dur-
ing the post-earnings media
interaction.

The cost of funds went up
by 101 bps to 5.35 per cent in
the last year. During the July-
September quarter, it was
517 per cent.The bank’s cap-
ital adequacy ratio was 14.88
per cent, as on December 31,
2023, down from 16.56 per
cent from the previous
quarter. The impact on com-
mon equity Tier-I capital due
to the increase in risk
weights for unsecured and
NBFC loans was 70 bps.

REC profitrises13% on
improved asset quality

SHREYA JAI
New Delhi, 23 lanuary

State-owned power sector
lender REC posted a 13 per
cent jump in its net profit for
the quarter ended December
2023. The company recorded
a net profit of 3,269 crore for
the third quarter (Q3) of the
current financial year, com-
pared to 32,878 crore during
the corresponding period in
the previous financial year,

The net income of the
company stood at 34,350
crore in Q3 of 2023-24 (FY24),
up from 33,573 crore in Q3 of
2022-23, registering ajump of
21 per cent.

The company said that
due to improving asset qual-
ity, an increase in lending
rates, and effective manage-
ment of finance costs, REC
recorded its highest-ever
nine-month profit of 10,003
crore."The loan book has
maintained its growth trajec-
tory and has increased by 21
percent to ¥4 97 trillion, com-

pared to ¥4.11 trillion as of

Firm to be nodal
agency for PM
Suryodaya Yojana

The Pradhan Mantri
Suryodaya Yojana, which was
anounced on Monday by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, will be implemented by
REC. Speaking during the third
quarter results, V K Dewangan,
chairman and managing
director, said REC has been
entrusted with implementing
the nationwide solar rooftop
scheme, which will indude
the target of 10 million
domestic households
announced by Modi. SHREYAJAI

December 31, 2022," said the
company in a statement.

REC said its asset quality
improved, with net credit-
impaired assets at 0.82
per cent during Q3FY24,
compared to 1.12 per cent a
year before.

REC recently announced
its foray into the infrastruc-
ture segment.



Equity and money markets in the US
remain polarised, says Chris Wood

PUNEET WADHWA
New Delhi, 23 January

Equity and money markets in the
United States (US) remain polarised
and are betting on two different out-
comes in the months ahead, wrote
Christopher Wood, global head of
equity strategy at Jefferies in his
latest note to investors, GREED &
fear. While the US stock market, he
wrote, is priced for an idealised soft
landing of the economy, the money
markets are priced for a degree of
monetary easing, which only seems
likely in the event of a recession.

“The Fed funds futures are now
discounting 144 basis points (bp) of
rate cuts this year, though down
from 168bp anticipated on January
12. GREED & fear's base case
remains that a downturn is coming
as signalled by the collapse in US M2
growth,” he said.

Another key developmentinthe
US that the global equity markets
will eye over the next few monthsis
how the political landscape shapes
up ahead of the presidential elec-
tions. Donald Trump’s victory by a
30-point margin in Towa recently,
Wood believes, is the latest evidence
that the more indictments are lev-
elled against him (Trump), the more
support for him grows.

“A recent poll also found that
Trump was leading Biden in
Michigan, a key battleground state,
by eight percentage points. The

major problem for the 45th
American President is that the elec-
tion is not being held now. But if a
downtum does hit the US in coming
months, causing a stock market sell-
off with it, it would set up the stock
market for a rally in anticipation of
pro-growth Trumpian policies,”
Wood said.

Bondyields

Back home, the rising bond yield in
the US that hit 4.16 per cent recently,
has put equity market investorsina
spot of bother. Foreign institutional
investors (FIIs), analysts said, have
taken money out of the emerging
markets, with Indian markets seeing
an FII sell-off to the tune of over
20,500 crore in the last few trading
sessions alone.

ON THE RISE

US10-year bond yield (%)
4,20

L3

Dec 29,23

Source: Bloomberg
Compiled by BS Research Bureau

lan 23,'24

FII selling due to external
factors, analysts say, has always
been an opportunity tobuy, and this
time is no different, “An important
trend in the market that has impli-
cations for retail investors is the
revival of the tug of war between Flls
and domestic institutional investors
(DIIs). FPIs have sold equity mas-
sively during the last few days. This
is partly in response to the rising
bond yields in the US, where the
10-year yield has risen to 4.16 per
cent, and partly due to the high
valuation in the Indian stock
market,” said V K Vijayakumar,
Chief Investment Strategist at Geojit
Financial Services.

Marketstrategy
The Indian economy, according to

analysts at BNP Paribas India,
remains on a strong fundamental
footing with inflation-related con-
cerns and the worries related to the
outcome of general elections now
easing a bit. However, they do cau-
tion against the high valuations.

The other concern, according to
Kunal Vora, Head of India Equity
Research at BNP Paribas India, is
that the (economic) recovery has
not been broad-based, with mass-
consumption categories still under
pressure. A renewed interest in
China and an increase in LTCG tax
on equities as the government
looks to mobilise resources to drive
mass consumption are also poten-
tial risks.

“We expect Indian equities to
trade at a premium to their
historical valuations. In our base
case, we expect Nifty 50 to trade at
20.2x December 2024 next
12-months (NTM) P/E. We arrive at
a Nifty Index target of 23,500 in our
base case by December 2024/
he said.

Among sectors, Vora prefers
affluent consumption over mass;
and prefers private banks, given
their strong fundamentals and rea-
sonable valuations.

“We expect IT services growth
to recover and telcos to raise tariffs.
We would avoid staples and
pharma for growth challenges. We
expect autos to consolidate after a
strong 2023, he added.
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shastri and Engineer

ABENCIES @ Hyderabad

*ORMER India captain and head coach Ravi Shastri said on
“uesday that it was a touching moment for him to get bestowed
Atn the Col CK Nayudu Lifetime Achievement Award.
The BCClawarded a host of top men’s and women'’s perform-
ers from the 2019-20 season. Former India wicketkeeper Farokh
— ngineer too was honoured

;:\’ | * | with the Lifetime Achiev_e-
1 DN o N, o (N AL el ment Award. “It certainly is
(an emotional moment). La-
dies and gentleman thanks
for coming and I thank the
BCCI tor bestowing this hon-

our on me,” said Shastri.
Star batter Shubman Gill
was conferred with the Polly
Umrigar Best Men’s Interna-
tional Cricketer of the Year
(2022-23) award.

AN —— s Select list of awards: Col CK Nayuadu
2avi Shastri (L) and Farokh Engineerat  Lifetime Achievement award: Ravi

b i Shastri, Farokh Engineer (2019-20); Polly
the function | srILOGANATHAN VELMURUGAN B B it iiory Pty
e S Gi 272-23), ) Bumrah (2021-22), R Ashwin (2020-21), Md Shami (2019-20);

;s;{ Fnatrér?wgtlttl:a%? Crickezcer, Women: Deepti S (2019-20, 2022-23), S Mandhana (2020-21,
/021-22); Best international Debut, Men: M Agarwal (2019-20), Axar P (2020-21), S lyer

2021-22), Y Jaiswal (2022-23); Best International Debut, Women: Priya (2019—20),§
varma (2020-21), S Meghna (2021-22), Amanjot K (2022-23); Best Umpire in Domestic
Cricket: KN Ananthapadmanabhan (2019-20), Vrinda R (2020-21),J Madangqpal (2021- |

22). R Pandit (2022-23); Best performance In don"!estlc‘tournaments. Mu'rl"\ba|-(2019-2(1)').

aic';l Amarnath Award: Best all-rounder in domestic limited-over competitions: B Ap:-.?ranth

91 0-21,2021-22), R Parag (2022-23); Lala Amarnath Award: Best

! n (202 _ .
gi?:c?uigr)e'r?nDRhaarmro(phv: MM Singh (2019-20), S Mulani (2021-22). 5 Jain (2022-23),

ol

| -
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On turners, India will have
to tackle a transition query

With no Kohli for the
first two Tests, focus
is on a batting unit
that is inexperienced
in facing a promising
bowling attack on
pitches aiding spin

Sanjjeev K Samyal
Sy STl htive com

HYDERABAD: On England's
last Test tour of India in
2021, Virnt Kohli, Chetesh-
war Pujara and Ajinkya
Rahame constituted the
middle-order that took

them on, With Pujara and .

Rahane eased out and
Kohll unavailable for the
first two Tests, [ndin: sud-
denly find themsehves grap-
pling with the mransition
question. Kohli has played 113

Tests, Pujara 103 and Rahane W

B3, It's an issue Indionn cricker's
decision: makers have Teared
for some time now = how it
willl b for India after their
long-time No.g?

It happened once,
when Kohli missed three
Tests In Australis in 2020
with the team 01 down
after being skinded for 36,
India then could Gl badk
on Rahane and Pufara. The
twa shouldered the msk af
gulding the young plavers,
seripting a win against all adds,

This time, even if one of

them Is recalled as Kohli's S

replacement, it will be tem-
porary. The lack of experience
in the batting line-up sticks our
as India go into the first Test
sturting here on Thursday.
Skipper Rohit Sharma is
Indin’s most seasoned batter
with 54 Tests, but at 36 he ks also
kool g at maodmum the current
World Test Championship cycle,
KL Rahul, 31, is likely to bat a
Kohli's spot in the first Test start-
ing on Thursday, but after 49
Tests he averages o modest
33,60, For o smooth transidon, it
puts the focus on Shubrmon Gitl,
Yashasvi Jaiswal and Shreyas

r.

Gill, 24, has played 20 Tests.
He is seen as the long-term-heir
to Kohli's spor as the baming
Iymchpin but hasn't fived up o
the promise he showed in Aus
tralia in his debit series
(2020-21), His overall average is
3059, Against England he avera-
#e5 17.50 In five Tests, four of
them at home. Yashasvi Jalswal
has plaved four Tests, and none
at home, Both have played
domostic Nirst-class cricket but
conditions in the Tests will be far
more challenging.

B0~

Indian batters
onhometurf _

No Virat Kohli for the first 2 Tests
means India’s batting experience

in home conditions may come to
play. A look at the numbers

WsOO0000008
5:0000006

The 25-year-old Iver has
Inyed 12 Tests, seven ot homao.
fe didd weell against New Zealaned
(50.50 ave) and Sri Lanka (62),
but struggled against the world
class Australian bowling last
year, In four innings. his top
score was 26 for an average of
10.50, He has the temperament
though, having produced maich-
winning innings in Bangladesh
In the 3022-27 serles.
The first two Tests will indi-
cate how things will be post
Kaohll. Coach Rahul Dravid sald

O1

it will be a big opportunity for
someone alse bo Step up.

“Any team will miss the qual-
ity of a player like Virat, He has
heen phenomenal, his record
speaks for itsell. It just presents
an opportunity msomebody else
to step up and pul in some per-
formances, show what they have
got.” he sald at the pre-series
press conferénce.

Deavid sadd staming this week
the next 18 months presents the
players a perfect chance o
establish their credentials

2903
Note: Yashasvi Jaiswal yet to play a Test in India

“There ane some good, young,
exciting guys there. | won't call
them all youngsters, but even
people like Iver who haven't
probably playved a lot of Test
ericket have boen in and around
the groupa lof, 5o yeah, we think
they're ready. [1's a good oppor-
tunity for them over the course
of the next five games (o set
some good markers, set some

standards.

“There i a lot of Test cricket
for us over the next 12 wo 18
months. Wie've pot five Tests

here, and more in [ndin before
Australia and then England
again. It presents a really good
opportunity for some of these
players, hoving had some experi-
ence and wmste of nternational
cricket. to take the next few
sieps. Even if they haven't played
in India per se. there's a lot of
other expasure that they have
got at various levels in these
linds of conditions. 5o, I don'’t
think it should be much of an
issue,”

There's extra scruting on Gill
Hee has been in great iouch in the
white-ball format but hasn't
transinted it ln Tests. Since mov-
ing down to No.3 in the West
Iindies. b has only nianagzed 103
runs in six innings.

“Gill 15 a fine player. Starting
out the journey as a cricketer,
sovmatEmies wie forget tht it tnkes
a lirdle bit of time at times. Some
guys have success instantly.
Actually, heis one of those guys
wha has done really well in his
carly days, especially in Austra-
lia.” Dravid said.

He sald Gill's average must be
seen in the context of the team
playing mostof the recent games
in challenging batting condi-
tions, be It turning tracks or
seam-friendly.

“Tio be falr, to hlm and a lot of
thie other guys coming through,
they have played on pretty chal-
lenging wickets, whether In
India or overseas. It's been some
challenging matches over the
last twa, three vears. IUs quite
hard ar times for sone of these
guys, but he's doing all the right
things, He's working really hard.
Heis putting in the time, potting
in the effort. In the Iast season he
has got a couple of nice hun-
dreds for us, one in Bangladesh,
and one in Ahmedabad against
Australia. [ think he is on the
right track. Just sort of hoping
that in the course of this series,
hi hus some big performances.”

India have concerns over the
crucial wicketkeeper-batter's
spot as well.

Dravid announced that KL
Rahul. who kept wicket in the
two Tests In South Alrica, won't
loeep amd thar the team will pick
a sperialist ‘keeper between KS
Bharat and the uncapped Dhruy
Jurel, Bharat, 30, has played five
Tests while Jurel, 23. 15 a green-
hom with only 15 first-class
games under his belt. Bharnt
Iooks the favourite but will be
under pressure afier a below-par
shiwing in the last home series
against Australia.

Indis had a minor injury scare
at the nets session on Tussday
afternoon after lver and Rahul
took blows while Rahul
continued to bat while Iyer
resumed after applying ice on
the forearm for some tme.




SWAROOP SWAMIMATHANR
& Hyderabad

WHEN Manchester United
used to be good. there was this
fear factor sbout them, espe-
cislly at Old Tralford. It was
said that teams lost matches
while standing inside the tun-
nel before kick-off.

Foring Indis in a Test in In-
dis cen be a bit like that Espe-
cinlly if you hope to drow or
win a series. The last visiting
temm i do that was Englsnd in
the winter of 2012, Same, like
Anstralia, have lost thrice whils
South Africn, West Indies, Eng-
lamd, Bangladesh snd Sri Lanks
have lost the two times they
have pinyed here. Afghanistan's
lone Test m Indin didn't enter &
third day Playing this Indizn
side in their own backyard is to
willingly go inside s washing
machine. It can be dizzying,
confosing and chaotic.

In some of the other coun-
tries. matches can be played in
slow motion. Here, that's not
always possihle. There is & ten-
denecy for matches to speed up
i onee the Mast-forward . bt
tom is pressed, visiting tesms
hurtle towards a loss. The Indis
w5 Australin Test in Delhi in
201 wes 8 ense in point. The
tourists were well placed at
285 after 18,5 overs. Less than
16 overs Inter, they were bowled
ot for 113 as they had lost 1020
In 8 lLittle over 1 deliveries,
"They wre really, really good
bowlers, espeeially in these
conditions,” Pat Comomins hod
=ald after the games.

“1 thought they howled really
well It's not pasy out thers,”
Cummins guite acourately
summed up the chore of ploy-
ing the hosis' bowling in these
conditions. When you are fec-
ing R Ashwin and Ravindra
Jadejn — two all-time greats in
this format —it's 8 bit like pot-
ting treated by two dentists in
nsinghe doy. One itselfl can be 2
hit too much. Imagine two. An
artist and o erafisman warking
the angles, making peometry
their friend. Bell after ball
Hour after bour. Session after
session. Barters imegine things
and they start playing the man

WEDNESD

DOMINANCE

rather than just the ball

The numbers back this up
As a pair, Jadeja and Ashwin
Thave played 31 Tests ot hame. In
these games, they have re-
turned flgores of 402 for #6465 6t
nn sverage af 20.5 while strik-
ing gt least once every eight
overs, Yoo extrapolate that over
a dey's play and their long un-
beaten recard makes sense —
teEms, on overage, get bowled
out for 115 in 40 overs,

English pacer, Mark Wood,
wis being honest in his assess-
memnt when ke ealled this series
‘a free hit" of sarts becanse the
hasis are expected o win "We
kmow the challenge (of comingy
here,” he said on Toesday "In-
dia wery rarely Inses at home 1
think it's almost like a free hit
for us where we can came in
here and give it a good go.” Im-
agine that. This is England, a
sifde high on vibes at the mo-
meit and sven they were foreed
to take into considerntion the
hosts” absurd record. “In pen-
oral, they have pot all bases cov-
credd.” gaid Weood.

That's the other thing abouot

their record st home. The two
Rs, Ashwin and Jadeja. are two
future hall of famers. But what
has helped them is the fast-
bowling carousel in the shape
of Umesh Yadav, Mohammed
Shami and Ishant Sharma. In
that same period, Yadav (B3
wiclets in 27 matches while av-
eraging 236 and siriking every
4% halls), Shami (76 in 21; 221
and 426} and Sharma {48 in 24
52 and &7.1) were the perfect
foll for the two spinners. Ash-
win and Jadsjn may have in-
varinhly picked up wickets in
every Test but the sheer domi-
nance could not have been
achieved without the pacers
guietly hitting the sinomps or
winning lbw decisions.
Nowhere glse was this more
prominent then in the 20510 se-
ries against South Africa. Ke-
gisc Habada, Vernon Philander
and Anrich Nortje were tooth-
lose. Meanwhile, Shami (aver-
ape of 14.7) and Yeday (12 18)
pheked up 24 wickets acmess the
three Tests, On wickeis where
Ashwin and Jadejs found a Iot
of joy, Shami even picked up =

five-wickst in Eolketa. After
the maotch, Rohat Sharma had
said about Skami. *Shami,
wa've seen him in these condi-
tions, not just bodsy but previ-
ously as well _ [ still remember
our debut together in Kolkata,
where the pitch kind of .. 1
wonldn't say (it wash like this
but on day four, on day fve, it
was slightly lower and slower,
nnd he knmws how to bow] on
those piiches” The match Ro-
hit wes referring to was the
nine Shami picked up against
West Indfies in 2004, It saw him
castling batters six times. It's
something the Indinn bowlers
are champions of in their own
turf — bresching the defences
nnd getting them bowled. In
Iaeot, the five Indian bowlers
mentinned in this piece have
‘had 168 bowled dismissals since
the beginning of 2011 Nowhers
else is it thol high. So, the key
has always been hitting the top
aof off, finding late inward
movement mna skidding off the
surface | for pacersh
This combination has con-
tributed to one of the lnngest
unbeaten recards n all of com-
petitive ericket. f England are
1o have any chanees of escap-
ing it. they will have to susrd
their stomps.
Fulll story: eewindi areenpreys. com

Tata Steel Masters: Joint leader
Gukesh faces Gujrathi next

‘With 5 po#nts in his kitty from 8 games, D Gukash leads the standings
almng with Dutchrman Anish Gl and Irandan-turned-Frenchman Alirza
Firouza st Tata Steel Masters chess tournament in Wik Aan Zae (The
Metherfands). However, he has a tall task ahead of him as his
cowrtryman Vidit Gugathd stands in front of kim in the next round.

Rahul specialist batter, Dhruv
or Bharat to take keeper’s slot

SWARDDP SWAMINATHAN
& Hycierahard

A GENTEEL lste winter, early
afternoon sun was beasting
down st the Rejiv Gandhi ner-
national Stadinm on Toesdsy.
The strip to be used for the Test
wasn't covered (an indication
of the strength of the sun). In-
dia were being put through
their paces on the field, with
bath Rohit Sharmns and Rahul
Drovid overlooking procesd-
ings Even if itwas an optional
training session twoe days oot
from the beginning of the se-
ries, Jesprit Bumrah was the
lone ahsemtes.

Looking on from the outside,
one big potential surprise was
easy to misa, The hosts" slip
catching practice. Shrevas Iyver,
YashasviJaiswal, KL Rahul and
Shubman Gill wers the desip-
rnted catchers ot the man with
the gloves was Dhrav Jurel Ju-
rel, ealled up for the first-time.
was at esse and polled off sev-
eral acrobatie saves. The L
wear-obd UF lad, who did featizre
for Indis A ngoinst England Li-
ons {he had made a 50) less than
two weeks ago, is a late balter
nmdd is now well in with s chanee
of making a debut st the first
time of asking. Snying that, KS
Bharat, the current imoumbent
in home conditions, did hove an
extended net session with the
bat in the practice fmcility near
the stadium's entrance. Skipper
Sharma, who was batting in the
next net, also had & few wierds of
advies for Bharat at one time.

That. in essence, was the hig
news o emerge from the Indinn
camp Coach Dravid confirmed
that one ol Jurel sr Bherat will
keep as the manapement have
decided to play KL Robul as a
specialist batter in this series.
“Rahul wrill not be playing as m
wicketkeeper in this series.” the
conch said ina press conference.
"Obviously Rahol did a fantas-

| Aboi¢e) Dhro Jurel with KL Rehil Tk
ileh that 'wikl be used o first Tedd

tic job fixrws in South Africs and
really played a hig part in us
drawing that seriea. But consid-
ering it's five Test matches amd
playing in these onditions, we
felt we would go with another
keeping option, considering the
weather, considering the condi-
thon=. So obwvionsly it's a selec-
tion toss-up between the two
other keepers thuit we have.”
While Rahol kept wickets in

South Africe, Bharat was the
man beliind the stumps against
Apstralin last year. If Jurel
dises got the pod. he will do so
on & what is likely {o be & sur-
face that will mid spin. With the
caveal that & lot can change
over two days, the surfece had
same dry spois, especially in &
pood length area for spinners
on both sides. Interestingly,
there were also some dark spots
in the middie af the strip. "It
looks & pood one from what 've
seer,” Dravid sxid. “May spins
little bit. How gquickly and haw
fast. I'm not sure. But might
spin o litile bit certninly as the
game poes o An (nsider this
daily spoke to snid there are
ehances of the match going
Inio & fifth day but he didn't
sound too confident.

Local spinners trouble Root

At mme point during Joe Root's
niet session in the marning, he
taorned ground and kit the
stumps with his bat. Visibly an-
noyed, he Fhombed himsslf One
of the Hydermbad {19 bowlers
haid induced a folse stroke and
the visiting batter was not
pleased with himsel. He was in
the middle of a torrid phase
where his trademark sweep
shois didn’t come off One ball
fizzed off the surface. beat his
pdge before uprooting the
stumps. Another one found the
edpe After the net bowlers muds
way, James Anderson went full
tilt mnd Root finally managed o
get some momentum. Else-
where, Ben Stokes seemed to be
moving fresly enmough while
Minrk Wood bowled from a short-
ened run-up

After the ses=ion, Wood said
they will continue io pley the
bramd of ericket that has wom
them kots of followers . "Wesrdll
adapt, we have got A captain
that alwnays wants to tale the
gams forward so it should maks
for an enlertaining series "™



RETURN FROM INJURY AT QATAR OPEN

SECOND FOUR-DAY MATCH VS EN

LAND LIONS

‘PACE YOURSELF,
T'S LIKE A MA

BACGladsan @ Uimesgroup. com

Hydermbusd: [ndin's last (o Test motches

hobe been iropcated alfales. In retenid

i, & erbejlong disregarid e e keiges)

fermutal thie gaeme — as s in ithe sched

uling il ot Tt mieries in South Afrien
bt et WLy ddishusted

Syl i cun Dl 1ssas shesil of The fhee
Test sories agninst England heginning
hitrw o Thursday, lodin cosch Rahal
Dy id spodis an tha chinllemees of putting
platers on the park in sueh o long series,
which nlso tmyohees o bot af troes), How
e U o glves this Eearms, as Dhray il pat
b, m chanee o tesl sirvngilas ool iron ool
Wit s,

“Suormart fmais you e straggiing for form
ansd 1t's hiwrd to oo back iF vou Dull in
L ooy et ol Chs Tiost b, Bt s v
match serios b Like o marathon where
ot 've gk bo poioe yoursell S, 1 ik 10
a veally podd best for the tan teams The
v bo N ey perepectie (1 Toiagh
lar tearms like ms and Enginnd, who ploy
i bt o e kit Do i Terwnt formati of the
garme ' n big foetor how b manage e
srhedules of some ol owr (mors busy
players. Then they T have to choose o ape
oilfle time ps o which form of crichel
Ty e plaiiiig,” lie sl

Inalia last ployed & fvematch series
agninst Englnead during the pandemic amd
e Tssin Bid 1o b I.I.'I;;Rnlrl'lld e By Clor il
“I's mbways oxc b whson Emglad oomie
o Do k. bescauise 118 ane ol $he most fol
fevweed Towt series in the world. 11 shoull
e D o] el s bhchvess anlber o fong Hann
| really hope that wo hil tee ground run
ek adid masy e atrlke 65 few balls aarly
o, Dirwwind saiel

“Batters won't take a backward step’

Thie India coach also hoped that his
ilnaers wiill respoid 1o the challenj o tha
abwrnoe of Yirnd Kol who liss peilbed ou

MED-BALL ALERT: Caplain fohi
Eharma Al 1 hety in
Hyderabad on Tuesday

of the [trst two Teats for personal reasons
“Couve Lk Fobit haove been grovne for g
whilie, Jodilii {Jodejn) adul Asbi (Ashwin
v Beser il [onr enere than a decisle
Even KL (Rahul) has been aroumd for
whille. 105 o o opportan iy o e oo
ths culrse ol tha next e games bo sl
minrriee oo e doers as there b8 o ol of “Pest
erichel (for ws) over the mext 12 o ol
mantha, 10's o el opportunity fe ymang
playors to fake the neict step,” he anlil
Phesiv i mlso skl Inddbi would pot ke
i sbegs back wisen 1 comes (o canfromiiing
England’s "Bachall” style of agnrsie
bt biag. =0 don'l think s are golng o s
wltrm-mtmeking. We look w play whit the
shtuaiion domands. That by nature, i you
bl vk esaer g Sin sy Bsudsmien, m ot of

Buys are naturally positove and fook
b the g oen, Thero I b soma diiTer
i mltiitbons i whieh we buby el 6

Besials b piiisih fhe @it abodige op Bl P s
periods. Himl | can’t see sy of my batsman
Iqﬁ.||‘|H m o kwmied shep ar [Goking 10 [
dedonaive,™ b said

WL Rabul won't keep wickets'

Rahul, the couch chvciled, will ploy ns
a babtor this series. "Hubul will not be
plavhingg as & wicketkesjsar 1A thla series
mnel we were chemr about thist n the seleo
Uom (tsall We have twoather wichetkeop
e (RS Bharol and Dheoy Jurel, Rahiil
il & Caninstie job for a8 0 Souih Africa
and played 4 hig part in helping us dro
e series. Bad considering Mve Tests and

Amid Debate Over Bad Scheduling Of Tests, Coach
Dravid Welcomes 5-Match Series But Says It Will Be
Tough On India, Eng Cricketers Who Play Across Formats

HON’

DRAVID'S TAKE

0N SHUBMAN GILLS RECEMT STRUGGLES IN TESTS
“Shubsman Gl & 4 fine player. Slarting oul the
journey as & cricketer sometimes, we iorged that it
Lakies 4 litle bit of tme. Some guys have seccess
imaamtly. Actusliy be i3 one of these guys wiho hai
dane really well in same of s early da t::.
eapecially in Australia. He 5 doing all
right things. He ks working really hard, He
i putting it Time.”

O TACELING BATRALL APPROACH

an eaperienced attach. 'm
leainyg o our bays respomd. |
hiewy we will be put widér preaare”

DM EDHLS ABSENCE FInOM THE FIRST TWO TESTS
“havy beam will miss a quality player like Viral Kohll.
He i & phenomenal player and hes records tell

:?.H# I8 a huge boast to the side but
hu.'.'lnu d that It gives an opportunity to the other
players b0 step up and put in some good
performances.”

ElEying o these condinions, the sebecton
wril ke bty the (o olhor keepers we
lusiv.™ bige malel

Thie lndian cosch msde Bght of Eng
lmnel's penectiee i the LAE., mamy mibes oy
frvamm K mvdcth v, bl wios cvrtmin iy
vt e b gy cormpet tore. ~TU s o oxcid
L s vk e plaas ] Ehe v Bmil s
s playing like that. They ve done well in
Palkistmn, They v wan b New Sealand am
hnd m Poully oxciting soies againet Auos
trmlia i e Askies IR wis Ko 108 gl
iws b a chundbenge for them in these condi
s berirss thesss are ool oms we know
vy ol Wie o o lon off expan e | ol
artack. I'm |ooking foeward 1o sesirg how
oty by responed, e | now ol we
will be it akrsibor piressame

for same early tarm?

iy e pust e of, Ehe paech, Divosebd sabl
bt wwerniafel b sgnlm B seirw, T1's o hand oie
tor say We will have o look oooe 1 (the
el slnrts and Qgure i@ opt 10 loaks
pood, bt oy spin a Gt How golckly
ot by Eaat, Uemoosol sars. Bat 0 omdgh
apii certalnly as the game goes on,” he
witdel e nskood nboat the surface

England pacer Mark Wood, en his
ey, sajd, “We've discwsiod the pilch
Bt | wodldn's say we disciiss i al lemigh
ar luve heon worrked abour i1, We have
enpigh sellfbelief in our growp thst we
ot abin mnrmed g specint, Wo've pod spin
REFE, W' ol somT, we'ye ol goosd
ters and we've god & pood receni hilstory
Isetibng us "

ICC PICKS SIX
INDIAN PLAYERS

IN ROHIT-LED ODI
TEAM OF THE YEAR

Dabal: Finrkyie Shormas wes on T
clay ramved captain off the JCC 001
eam of s vear, which fearured
five athier Endinms including Virst
Fohli amad the paow dus of Meoham
el Shaasn ) sl Maobamimed Slrald

T e rssdly ine-lodes] play
iarn firom World Cuap Minalists India
and Aistrulis besiies players

b o sernificud dsks S5 mnad SA.

Allroundsr Ravindra
Jnaleda amid offapiarrer oy
i chmuiran Ashwin wore the

Ak Timd baris Bendiiring i the
Tessit meeqmmy ool it i, wel el s
Cammims s ks capinin. Ash
wim wiid thee leoading w ket tilier
fior [ndia ia the Borded-Gavaskas
serien, Mnkshing with 55 wickets in
fossr matches, Jadeja periormmest
apucite wekl b thet Work] Tiest Chium
plonship Mnal agningt Austrolla
picking ug fenir weiclonls sl saliling
o vibunble 40 with the bat, despio
Prstim iy imebely Bacing defimt

Tha O tenm's top order in
cludes oponers Bohil and Gill
While the Indian copisin soceim
Labedd 1250 rans of an averngeof 52
last vonr, thie Witter struck a bl
Firush 500 g et 1 BCTwrbe pand s
Firylsbioed am Chee highest man-scoeer
L5 i e Formal. Al nurpbes
thres was Travis Hesad, who wis
oiksbaten iroLghou the year e

ICE men's O4H team of the yrar:
Rohit Sharma (Capt, ind), Subman
Gilll {brl), Travis Head {Auis ), Vi
Rl (i, Dyl Mitchel (NI,
Heiprich Klassen (WK, SAL, Marco
Fatisen (545, Adwm Jamga (Ams),
Meshammmad Saray { Inef), Kubdesg
Yaukary | nad), Mokamumed Shaerd Dind)
ICC mew's Tesd beam of the year:
Lisenasn Wimaviaga {Aus), Daraith
marumaraine (511, Kare Wiliamaon
NI, boe Buot (Eng), Travis Head
(A, Rnyindrs isdefa (ind), Alex
Carey (WK, kisy), Pal Curmimins
(Capd, Aas), W Ashwaie Lnd), Mitchll
Starc (Aus], Stuart Broad (Eng)
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Limits and borders

Centre must consult States before
decisions that impinge on their DOWers

itigation concerning the territorial juris-
L diction of the Border Security Force (BSF)
in Punjab seems to be the result of the lack
of effective consultation between the central and
State governments on the issue. Punjab has filed
a suit against the Union government under Arti-
cle 131 of the Constitution, challenging the deci-
sion to increase the operational jurisdiction of
the BSF from 15 km to 50 km. The border State
sees the Centre’s move as a breach of federal
principles and an encroachment into the law and
order powers of the Punjab police. West Bengal
has a similar view, and both States have got reso-
lutions passed in their Assemblies against the ex-
pansion. In this backdrop, the Supreme Court’s
decision to examine the questions that arise from
the expansion of the BSF's area of operations ac-
quires significance. In October 2021, the Centre
had issued a notification under the provisions of
the BSF Act, standardising the area over which
the BSF would have jurisdiction to operate. In
Punjab, West Bengal and Assam. the distance was
raised from within 15 km from the border to 50
km, while it was reduced from 80 km to 50 km in
Gujarat. For Rajasthan, it was kept unchanged at
S0 km. The Union government said in a reply in
the Rajyva Sabha in December 2021 that the exten-
sion of the BSF's jurisdiction will help it discharge
its border patrol duty more effectively.

While the Union government may have valid
reasons for its move, it should not be seen as en-
croaching into the domain of the State govern-
ments, which have the constitutional responsibil-
ity to maintain public order and exercie police
powers. The BSF mainly focuses on preventing
trans-border crimes, especially unauthorised en-
try into or exit from Indian territory. It does not
have the power to investigate or prosecute offen-
ders, but has to hand over those arrested and the
contraband seized from them to the local police.
In practice, BSF personne] usually work in close
coordination with the police and there ought to
be no clash of jurisdiction. It is possible to argue
that the expanded jurisdiction merely authorises
the BSF to conduct more searches and seizures,
especially in cases in which the offenders manage
to enter deep into the country’s territory. Howey-
er, it goes without saying that there ought to be
strong reasons for the expansion of the jurisdic-
tion of any central force. In this regard, the most
relevant questions among those framed by the
Supreme Court are whether the Centre’s notifica-
tion encroaches upon the State government’s do-

_ ™ain; and what factors ought to be taken into ac-

count while determining the “local limits of areas
adjoining the borders of India”.
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AKING advantage of the dis-
traction caused by the Ukraine
war and the Israel-Hamas con-
flict, China has upped the ante
in the South China Sea (SCS).
The Philippines has accused
China of deploying its mari-
time forces which have since February this
year, “harassed, blocked and executed dan-
gerous manoeuvres’ against a resupply
mission to the Second Thomas Shoal, a con-
tested island hosting a small Philippines
military contingent. Over several months,
the Philippines coast guard has exposed the
unlawful activities of China's coast guard
and maritime militia.
China claims that the Scarborough Shoal
and Second Thomas Shoal are in its mari-
time zone, while the Philippines claims
these as part of its exclusive economic zone.
In 2016, the International Permanent Cowrt
of Arbitration dismissed China'’s territori-
al claims against the Philippines under the
UN Law of the Sea Convention. Beijing dis-
missed the ruling and continues to claim
ownership and deploy various provoca-
tions. China has deployed its coast guard
ships, and other boats masquerading as
fishing boats, to patrol the busy waterway
as if it were its territorial waters. Beijing
claims “indisputable sovereignty” over al-
most all of the 8.5 million sq km of the SCS,
as well as most of the islands and sandbars
in it, including features that are hundreds
of kilometres from the Chinese mainland.
China’s coast guard ships have used wa-
ter cannons against Philippine ships and
even rammed into one of them. China has
also used military-grade laser and acous-
tic devices against Philippine ships. The
Philippines government had to summon
the Chinese ambassador in Manila to
lodge a protest, calling China's actions as
a blatant violation of international law.
Senior Philippine leaders have called for
the expulsion of China's ambassador,
who has been making aggressive ‘wolf
warrior’ statements.
Philippine President Ferdinand Marcos
Jr has said, “The aggression and provoca-
tions perpetrated by [China’s maritime fgrt-
es] have only further steeled our determina-
tion to defend and protect our nation’s
sovereignty, sovereign rights, and jurisdic-
tion” in the SCS. This president has taken a
more vocal and proactive stance against Chi-
na as compared to the previous president,
Rodrigo Duterte. The latter had tried to ap-
pease China and lost the election. The mid-

term elections in the Philippines are sched-
uled for 2025 and anti-China sentiments are

e L e

China is repeatedly confronting the Philippines in

South China Sea. It is playing a long game to test
the US's resolve on helping its treaty allies

BEIJING’S LONG
BRINKMANSHIP
ON THE HIGH SEAS

R

rising rapidly The US has supported its ally
and called on Beijing to desist from its dan-
gerous and destabilising actions in the SGS.
The US has said it stands by Manila and reaf-
firmed the 1951 Mutual Defence Treaty,
which commits the US to help the Philippine
armed forces if attacked. _
China accused the Philippines of lying
and claimed that Chinese ships had acted
with professionalism and restraint, blaming
the Philippine boats of “illegally intruding”
into Chinese waters. China reiterated that
its actions were a part of border control
measures, as per national laws. China even
claimed that a Philippine ship rammed a
Chinese ship, though video evidence clearly

I

Formes Secretary in the forelgn ministry and former
Hegh Cormmassionet to Bangladesh. Founding
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showed the reverse.

China’s outlandish claim covers almost
four-fifths of the SCS as its territorial waters
and it has disputes over several islands in the
SCS with several littoral countries. China
wants to convert the SCS into a Chinese lake
and wants other countries to fall in line with
its dictates and abandon their own claims. It
has built artificial islands too, militarised the
illegally occupied islands to reinforce its
claims, and attempted to enforce an air de-
fence identification zone over the airspace.
Deception and lying go hand in hand in Chi-
na’s pursuit of its foreign policy objectives.

China’s bullying tactics are designed to
convey that it has overwhelming naval su-

e I

periority and opposition is futile. China also
wants the Philippines to eschew the option
of granting the US access to its bases which
are closest to Taiwan under the Philippines-
USA expanded defence agreement.
Additionally, China wants to test the

US’s resolve in coming to the defence of its
treaty allies. These tactics may expose
American resolve and send a signal to its
allies that the US is constrained. China's
strategy has posed a new challenge to the
US’s strategy in Asia, but it has been care-
ful in not crossing certain red lines. China
has honed its ‘gray zone tactics’, which
stay short of armed attacks. A collateral
objective China hopes to achleve is linked
to the supply chains moving out of China
to the Philippines and other countries.
China’s grey zone warfare creates uncer-
tainty for companies attempting to diver-
sify supply chains out of China.

How to deter China—short of a full-blown
conflict—is now the new policy dilemma for
the QS and its QUAD partners. This would
require not just military deterrence but also
a geoeconomic strategy. The summit be-
tween Presidents Biden and Xi at the APEC
meeting in November indicated that China
wants to run with the hares and hunt with
the hounds. Under pressure of a slowing
economy, vai .ous sanctions on manufactur-
ing of chips and the sudden purge of his
foreign and defence ministers, Xi was con-
ciliatory with the US; yet, Chinese forces
bared their fangs in the SCS.

India has extended support to the Philip-
pines and conducted maritime exercises
with them. India’s anti-submarine ship INS
Kadmatt visited the Philippines in Decem-
ber; earlier, India had sold the high-tech na-
val version of the BRAHMOS missile to the
Philippines. China is playing the long game,
calibrating its aggression depending on the
shifting ties between Beijing and Manila.
China seeks to force the Philippines to aban-
don its claim to the Second Thomas Shoal.
Kowtowing to China and accepting its dic-
tates determines China's aggressiveness
towards a neighbour.

The Philippines has decided to expose
China’s bullying to the world and ensure
that China’s fabricated narrative is de-
bunked. Its more pugnacious stance signals
that it will not submit meekly. The Philip-
pines hopes to garner global support and sét
an example for other smaller nations 0
stand up to China. Among the QUAD courr
tries, Australia, Japan and the US are shor*
ing up support by capacity building and
helping expose China’s nefarious designs.

(pr.chakravarty@gmail.com)




VIKAS IN THE TIME OF ‘AASTHA

Whither Indian modernity?

Political landscapes are
shfiting, and the growing
identity divide challenges
the universal values of
modernity

V ANIL KUMAR

n the 1950s and 1960s, discussions
on developing country politics pri-
marilyrevolved around traditionand
modernity. Newly de-colonised societies
were initially perceived as traditional,
transitioning towards modernity. This
modernity was expectedto prizeuniver-
sal values of egalitarianism identities
that prize achievement over ascriptive
values, and embracing the freedom of
. modernliberal democracy overthe tyr-
anny of traditions. In India, caste and
religion were seen as impediments to
thismodernity, hindering political pro-
gress. However, later, there wasa shiftin
understanding, arguing that traditional
categories like caste were being mobi-
lised formodern purposeswithin liberal
democracy. The argument was, ‘How
else can liberal democracy be in India,
if not in terms of caste? However, the
theorists of Indian democracy did not
extend the same argument to religion
because of the specific historical context
of Indian democracy emerging amidst
partition and communal bloodshed.
Thus, the argument was that while it is
caste that becomes the force of mobili-
sation, strengthening Indian democra-
cy, religion, on the other hand, leads to
communal politics.

The terms of these arguments have,
however, remained relatively constant,
while, on the other hand, in India, re-
ligion has emerged as a difficult force
to comprehend and contend with, The
political landscape has evolved from a
single-partydemocracyunderthe ‘Con-
gresssystem'to the single-party democ-
racy of the ‘BJP system’ over the past
decade. In the new system. it is not the
universal identities of modernity that
are aspired to but a narrow caste-less
Hindu identity.

The theorists advocating for democ-
racy in terms of caste-based mobili-
sation now face the challenge of reli-
gion-based mobilisation, particularlyin
northern states where these identities
arestrong. Casteidentities, once target-
ed for annihilation, have paradoxically
strengthened duetodecades of.ohiaite

caste-based mobilisation by the political |

parties.

The annihilation of caste did not
happen. What took place because of
caste politics was the strengthening of
the identities of caste. Since these mo-
bilisations were largely of castes within

the Hindu fold, eventual mobilisation by
religion became easy. The mobilisation
from the castes that were notin the Hin-
du fold often led to the backlash from
the so-called upper and middle castes,
which again strengthened, instead of
diluting, the caste identities.
Governance and development have
been ignored altogether in favour of
caste mobilisation and caste-based re-
source distribution, notably in states
like UP and Bihar, keeping identities
within the traditional narrowness and
bigotry. Thisscenario hasfacilitated the

eémergence of the BJP system, particu-
larly in UP.

In the context of modernisation,
there was an aspiration for the gradual
secularisation of society. Religion was
seen as gradually receding into the
backgroundasmodernisation and mod-
érneconomicdevelopment progressed.
The current trend, however, indicates
areversal of secularisation, both in the
public and private spheres. The early
theorists hoped that in post-colonial
societies, the secularisation process
would gradually overcomereligiousand
communal politics. That being the case,
they hoped that being religious would
become as optional as being atheistic.
The trends that are blowing, however,
are otherwise. The de-secularisation
process is not only taking place grad-
ually but is also being presented as the
only option. Or de-secularisation ipso
Jactobecomesthe onlyoption asthe ma-
jority of the population finds themselves
between the Scylla of identity politics
and the Charybdis of neo-liberal eco-
nomic development. This brings us to
another point. _ '

In modernisation theory, with the
processes involved, it was hoped that
as economic development progressed,
other concerns, such as religious iden-
tity politics, would become secondary
or be relegated to the past. On the con-
trary, the puzzle s this: aseconomic de-
velopment progressesinIndia, identity

politicsis surging ahead—bothinterms
of caste and religion—but the much-as-
pired universal egalitarian values are
not developing.

The paradox is that economic im-

provement is not making us think in
terms of secular values. Instead, eco-
nomic development is progressing on
the one hand, and de-secularisation is
progressing on the other. What is the
cause of this? The causes for this are to
be foundin the nature and character of
the development process, which side-
steps and marginalises a large number
of people, including the middle class,
and favours the accumulation of capital
in an ever smaller number of people.
Itis not economic development per se,
but rather the nature and character of
economic development that need to
be examined for an understanding of
the phenomenon of the rise of identity
politics. In other words, the character
of economic development and the na-
ture of the development of identities
and identity politics are interconnect-
ed. One cannot see them separately.
Unequal economic development and
gradual de-secularisation are connect-
ed realities. The greater the insecurity
forordinary people, the more and more
they become de-secularised.

Theslogan‘Aastha aur Vikas' should

betterbeunderstood as identity politics
because of the nature of economic de-
velopment. Both of these are reinforc-
ing. The more we are alienated and the
more the circumstances appear to be
insurmountable, certainly, the morewe
pray. This is ‘Aastha’ because of the so-
called‘Vikas’.

The early prognostications of the
modernisation theory have proven
wrong. We are increasingly de-secular-
ized. Alltraditionsare being re-invented
byallsections. Today, we rememberour
ascriptive caste and religious identities
more often than we aspire for univer-
salist, egalitarian, and humanist iden-
tities. The blame for this rests squarely
on the failure of modernisation in the
country owingtothe extremelyunequal
development process spearheaded by
both theleading parties of the country:
the Congress for a long time in the not-
so-distant past and the ruling BJP fora
decade. The failure of modernisationis
not, of course, new; many African and
Latin American dictatorships have
proven liberal modernisation theory

earlier wrong. What makes this special
in our case is that we were supposed

‘to be an exceptional case in terms of

oursuccessinmodernisation and liber-
aldemocracy! N
(The author is Professor of Political
Science at the Centre for Political
Institutions, Governance, and
Development, Institute for Social and
Economic Change, Bengaluru)




Amoresincere
approachisneeded

he presence of External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar
I at the 19th summit of the Non-Aligned Movement in

Uganda attests to the fact that despite pouring scorn
on the foreign policy of the country’s first Prime Minister,
the Modi government believes it is in its interests not to
shake off this chapter of Jawaharlal Nehru’s international
legacy. NAM was powered by newly independent African
and Asian nations thatdid notwantto be aligned to either of
the Cold Warblocs. Nehru's stewardship of NAM, along with
Egypt’sGamal Abdel Nasser and Yugoslavia’s Josip Tito not
onlyallowed India to punchaboveits weightininternational
politicsbutalso gave Indiaaglobal profilethatdidnotneedto
beburnished at home or abroad with grand extravaganzas.
In the last century, India, a rare democracy in the post-co-
lonial world, was a natural leader of the under-developed
and developing world, then known as the “Third World”.
Now, while Delhi stakes a claim to leadership of the “Global
South”, its aspiration is to sit at the internati onal high table.
Initsattemptsto balance between both. a so-called “relic” of
themuch-disparaged Nehruvian pastis proving tobe Delhi’s
best bet at pushing the idea of a multipolar world, in which
it clearly hopes to be one of the poles.
In his remarks, Jaishankar made a
pitch for “transforming” an inequita-
ble world through “practical steps”,
and offered asan example India’s own

etforts on this front -- 600 projects
in 78 nations, half of them in Africa,
capacity-building through training,
thesharing of Covid vaccines with 100

nations,and when natural disastersstrike,
to the developing world”.

Interestingly, he projected India not as “Vishwaguru” but
as “Vishwa Mitra”, and instead of the claim to represent the
voiceofthe Global South that Delhirepeatedlike amantra all
of 2023, the minister spoke about “drawing strength” from
these countries.

Irrespective of these formulations, itisalso true that India’s
ideological distance from NAM, orindeed the Global South,
has never been more apparent. With thewarin Gaza on top
of everyone’s mind, the Kampala Declaration was an all-out
condemnation ofIsrael’s “illegal military aggression” against
“civilians, civilian objects”, and of the “forced displacement
of the Palestinian population”, along with a call for an “im-
mediate and durable ceasefire”. It called for urgent steps
toward ending Israeli occupation, and a two-state solution
on the basis of the pre-1967 borders. In his own remarks
at the summit, Jaishankar mentioned the war in Gaza, but
made no mention of the appalling civilian casualties, nor of
the Global South’s unequivocal demand for a ceaseﬁrf: as
articulatedinvotesatthe UN, though hesaid that “terrorism
and hostage-taking are unacceptable”:. In the broadest of
formulations, he reiterated India’s position fora two-state
solution. For the makers of “Bharat” then, NAM remains
relevant, not so much for the positions it takes, but for its
usefulness to Delhi to achieveits “strategicsweet spot .
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